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per is now upon its second year and seems to have secured a

sure foothold.

Socially, morally, educationally and agriculturally Presque

Isle is a good town and has a promising future before it, when
the completion of the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad brings it

into more direct communication with the markets of the country.

The population of the town by the census of 1890 was 3,046

and the valuation $993,875, a greater valuation than any town

in the County with the exception of Houlton.

ORIENT

The town of Orient, another of the coast towns of Aroos-

took County, lies immediately south of Amity and is bounded
on the west by the town of Haynesville, and on the south in an

irregular line by the town of Weston. The Monument Stream,

flowing here with considerable volume in a southeasterly course,

forms the eastern boundary for some two miles and a half. This

stream then empties into North Lake, which becomes the

boundary for nearly a mile, the coast I'ne running nearly in a

southerly Erection until we come to the "thoroughfare," a narrow
passage some half mile in length connecting North Lake w'th

Grand Lake. The irregular coast of Grand Lake is then the

boundary to the south line of the town. To speak more accur-

ately, the channel of the lake is the exact boundary between
the two countries, but this channel has not yet been definitely

determ'ned. The road from Houlton to Calais runs in a general

southerly direction through the entire town, but the first settle-

ment in the town was made near the shore of the lake a number
of years before any road was built.

The first settlers who miade a clearing on the town were
William Trask, William Deering and James Lambert. These
pioneers came in 1830. William Trask was from Kennebec
County and he made his first clearing near the head of Grand
Lake, a short distance below the thoroughfare, on the farm now
owned by George Bubar. Mr. Trask made a farm here on the

lake shore and lived upon it until about 1856, when he moved
to Minnesota.

James Lambert came at the same time and settled on the

lot next west of Mr. Trask. He remained on the lot until 1856,
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when with Mr. Trask, he removed to Minnesota.

W.lliam Deering moved from Hodgdon to Orient in 1830 and

Settled on the lot near the shore of the lake on which Mrs. Jacob

Peters now lives. William Ph'lbrook had made a small chop-

ping on the lot, but did not settle on it. This was in reality the

first choppng made upon the town. Mr. Deering cleared the

farm and lived on it until his death in 1842. Jacob Peters af-

terwards took this farm and lived on it until his death a year

ago. His widow still lives on the farm.

Mr. Abram Longley was one of the pioneer settlers of Ori-

ent and came from the town of Dover not long after the settlers

mentioned above. He settled on the line of the Calais road in

the southern part of the town. A small lake in the rear of his

let still bears the name of Longley Lake and discharges its wa-
ters through a brook :nto Grand Lake. Mr. Longley was a well

known resident of Orient for many years, and his house, after

the Calais road was built through the town, was a well known
stopping place for travelers and for teamsters upon the road.

The old house is still standing but is now unoccupied and is

one of the old landmarks along the road. Mr. Longley cleared

a large farm and planted an extensive orchard which still bears

quite abundantly. He died on the old place some twelve years

ago.

Jeremiah Fifield came from Lee in 1836 and made a clear-

ing in the extreme southern part of the town. He remained but

a short time and returned to Lee.

Thomas ai:d Robert Colyer were early settlers near the head
of the lake and came not many years after Mr. Trask. Tho^j-

Colyer settled on the lot on which Mr. Wm. H. McAllister nov/

lives, and lived upon it until about 1856, when he removed to

Wisconsin. Robert Colyer settled on the next lot north, where
he made a farm and lived upon it until 1856, when he with
Thos. Colyer, moved to Wisconsin.

Mr. Edwin Deering is one of the oldest settlers now living

in the town. He is a son of William Deering and in 1835 settled

near the shore of the lake on the lot now occupied by Daniel
Bartlett. Here he cleared a farm and after living on it seven
years m_oved to the lot near the thoroughfare, now owned by
Mr. George Bubar. Mr. Deering lived on this lot fifteen years
and then bought the Longfellow lot on the Calais road in the
south rart of the town, where he has since lived.

Mr. Marcus Peters came from New Brunswick about 1837
ar.d settled on the lot south of the "Horseback," near where the
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road turns from the Calais road towards the head of the lake.

Mr. Samuel Newman of Amitj^ had made a small clearing on the

lot. Mr. Peters cleared the farm and lived on it untJ 1849,

when he moved to Amity, where he remained but two years,

and then returned to his old home in Orient, where he continued

to live until his death in 1878. Mr. Peters was a man of sterling

character and was well and favorably known throughout southern

Aroostook. He served as deputy collector of customs for six

years, and was a leading citizen of his town. His widow and

son Isaac Peters, still live on the old homestead.

Patrick Hodnet came from Mach^as in 1840 and settled on

the Calais road north of Abram Longley. He cleared a large

farm here and lived on it until some ten years ago, when he

moved to Danforth and died there. Mr. A. A. Robbins now
lives on this farm.

Mr. Israel Miller came from Nova Scotia about 1840 and

settled on the lot next south of Patrick Hodnet. He cleared

a farm and lived on it until his death in 1885. Mr. John Byers

then bought the farm and died on it last year. His widow still

lives on the farm.

Charles Longfellow came from Mach'as about 1840 and
settled on the farm where Mr. Edwin Beering now lives. Wm.
Hawkins lived on the place a short time before Mr. Longfellov^^

came. After living on the farm some eight or ten years Mr.

Longfellow removed to Kansas.

John Colyer came from Miramichi about 1840 and settled

on the lot near the thoroughfare upon which Mr. C. L. Packard
now lives. He afterwards sold the farm to Messrs. Gates and
Wentworth of Calais, and removed to New Brunswick, where
he died. John Colyer, Jr., settled on the lot on the Calais road

now occupied by Mr. Victor Peters and Mr. Fred Smart. He
made a clearing on the lot and lived on it a short time and sold

to William Deering and moved to the lot next north of Edwin
Deering's, where he lived many years. He then sold the farm
to Abram Longley and moved to Haynesville, where he now
lives.

Jeremiah Sprague came from Houlton to Orient in 1845

.and bought part of the Trask farm at the head of the lake. He
lived on this farm ten years and then removed to Houlton. He
afterwards returned to Orient and died at the home of his son,

William Sprague, on the Calais road. William Sprague first

came to Orient with his father in 1845. About 1860 he bought
the lot on the Calais road, opposite Mr. Fred Smart's. Mr.
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Sprague cleared this farm and lived on it twenty-five years. He
then bought eighteen acres of Martin Longley near the turn of

the Lake road where he built a neat set of buildings and where

he now resides, but still owns the old homestead. Mr. Sprague

has been a prominent man in the town during his residence there

and held the office of postmaster for eighteen years.

As we enter the town of Orient in coming down the Calais

road, after passing through Amity, we very soon come to the

"horseback," upon which the road runs for a number of miles.

This is a peculiar formation and seems to have been placed here

by nature for the especial purpose of providing a roadway. It

is a natural embankment of gravel, with broad stretches of

low, swampy ground on either side for much of the way and for

a number of miles forms the only route upon which a carriage

road could be built.

Thomas Maxell was also one of the early settlers, and came
from Gray about 1831 or 1832. He cleared a farm and lived

upon it until his death in 1874. His son, S. P. Maxell, now has

the farm.

In the southwest corner of the town on what is called the

No. Nine road, are a few settlers and some quite good farms.

The town of Orient was formerly township No. 9, R. 1, and

was incorporated as a town in 1856. Much of the town is still

covered with forest and many of the farmers are more or less

engaged in farming. Though there are some good farming sec-

tions, yet the town as a whole would not rank as a first-class

town for agricultural purposes.

BRIDGEWATER

The original settlement of the County of Aroostook was in

a large measure due to the immense amount of valuable timber

found in its magnificent forests and along the many grand rivers

and streams flowing through every portion of this fertile region.

Years before any settler entered upon the northern portion of

the County for farming purposes, with the exception of the Aca-

dian refugees upon the upper St. John, the camp of the hardy

woodsman was built in the midst of these then almost intermin-

able forests, and in springtime large drives of timber were float-

ed down the many tributaries of the St. John which find their


